Election Outcome
Barack Obama (D) 2011 40% 9.1% A t the beginning of his presidency, Barack Obama was compared to Abraham Lincoln and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Nowadays, he is more apt to be linked with Jimmy Carter. In short, he walks with the mortals. And at this point, one can make as good a case for his defeat in 2012 as for his reelection.
PRESIDENTS DEFEATED
The negatives that Obama confronts are all too evident. A sluggish economy, costly foreign wars, and a huge national debt all have contributed to Obama's slumping presidential approval rating. A presidency which began with great hope and promise instead has been on the defensive much of the time, with Obama drawing increasing criticism about the strength and consistency of his leadership.
Stop there and Obama looks like a sure loser in 2012. But he also has a compelling list of positives to draw upon that could help produce a more welcome outcome for the president and his fellow Democrats.
First of all, money should not be a problem for Obama in waging his reelection campaign. He raised a record of nearly $750 million in 2008, and should be able to collect at least as much for 2012.
Second, he continues to have no opposition for renomination, a tremendous asset for presidents in elections past. The last three defeated presidents -Gerald Ford in 1976 , Jimmy Carter in 1980 , and George Bush in 1992 -all had to exhaust considerable From 1968 From through 1988 , Republicans dominated presidential elections. They won five of six, including four with more than 400 electoral votes. But since then, Democrats have more than held their own. Beginning with Bill Clinton in 1992, they have won three of five contests for the White House, and carried the popular vote in four of them (including the Electoral College "misfire" of 2000, when Democrat Al Gore won the popular vote but Republican George W. Bush emerged victorious in the allimportant electoral vote). In the last five presidential elections, Republican electoral vote totals have ranged from a low of 159 to a high of 286. Meanwhile, the Democratic range has been considerably higher, from a low of 251 to a high of 379. A total of 270 electoral votes is needed to win the White House. oregon (7) Pennsylvania (20) Rhode Island (4) Vermont (3) Washington (12) Wisconsin ( For all embattled presidents, reelection comes down to handling things well that are within their control, while getting some favorable breaks in areas that are largely outside their control. The former includes fund raising, campaign organization, and the effective use of the "bully pulpit" that the presidency provides. The latter includes the direction of the economy, the success of foreign wars, and the quality of the president's political opposition.
Election
On his way to reelection in 1984, Ronald Reagan benefitted from an economy that was improving dramatically from the 1982 midterm election and a Democratic opponent (Walter Mondale) who publicly promised new taxes.
En route to a second term in 1996, Clinton was assisted by an overreaching Republican House majority and a septuagenarian challenger (Bob Dole) who inspired little enthusiasm in the GOP base.
Presidents and Renomination: Absense of a Primary Foe One Key to Fall Success
One of the few pieces of good news these days for Barack Obama is that he continues to draw no opposition for the Democratic presidential nomination. Since the primaries began to decide presidential nominations nearly four decades ago, incumbents who faced little or no opposition for renomination went on to win reelection in the fall, while those who had to weather significant primary challenges were defeated. Yet the path to renomination may not be totally clear yet for Obama. Democratic Sen. Eugene McCarty showed in 1968 that a little-known candidate with a cause can do significant damage to an incumbent president, even when that challenger mounts a late-starting campaign. Perry Transforms the Republican Race T exas Gov. Rick Perry knows how to make an entrance. His presidential campaign kickoff Aug. 13 trumped Michele Bachmann's victory in the Iowa Republican straw poll the same day. And barely a week later he had displaced Mitt Romney as the GOP front-runner in a contest that had long been framed as Romney's to lose. 1979-80 1987-88 1995-96 1999-2000 2007-08 2011-12 Although the turnout for the Iowa Republican straw poll has always been a fraction as large as the closely watched precinct caucuses the following winter, the straw poll results over the years have still been quite prescient. Since the straw poll was initiated in 1979, its winner has finished first in the caucuses three times and second twice. Only once did a straw poll winner slip below the top two in the caucuses. Phil Gramm tied for first place in the 1995 straw poll, but ran fifth in the caucus voting several months later, and shortly thereafter quit the race.
Iowa GOP Straw Polls: Often a Harbinger of the Caucuses

-
GOP Straw Poll Turnouts
GOP Caucus Turnouts
In a July Gallup Poll, the former Massachusetts governor narrowly led Perry, who at the time was still mulling over a presidential bid. But in a survey completed Aug. 21, Perry had opened up a lead of 11 percentage points over Romney (25% to 14%), with Ron Paul and "maybe, maybe not" candidate Sarah Palin the only others cracking double digits. They each had 11%. As for Bachmann, her Iowa victory did her little good nationally, as she fell into single digits in the August Gallup Poll of Republican presidential preferences -a survey that included potential entries such as Palin. Yet just as impressive as Perry's quick ascension to the top in the GOP race was his dominance in virtually all demographic categories. The August Gallup Poll of Republicans and Republican-leaning independents found the deft and pugnacious Texan to be the preferred candidate of both men and women, all age groups except the young (which preferred Paul), all regions except the East (where Romney was narrowly on top), and all types of church goers from those who attend weekly to those who seldom or never attend church.
Perry registered particularly large advantages over his Republican rivals in the South, among older voters nationally, self-described conservatives (the cornerstone of the modern day GOP), and supporters of the "Tea Party" movement. Yet once again the quadrennial affair did have an impact on the GOP race nationally. The straw poll has claimed its share of casualties over the years among candidates who put considerable effort into the event but fare poorly. This time it was former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty, who was unable to take advantage of his proximity to Iowa or his long courtship of its voters. He finished a distant third in the straw poll with 14% of the vote, and withdrew from the race the following day.
The results also established Bachmann as one of the favorites to win the Iowa caucuses early next year. Unlike Pawlenty, the Minnesota representative was able to advertise her direct ties to Iowa as a native of Waterloo, and found a base among the state's large number of socially conservative Republicans.
It is still an open question, though, when the caucuses -the traditional lead-off event in the presidential nominating process -will actually be held.
The rules of both parties for 2012 call for the Iowa caucuses to take place early next February. It would be followed by New Hampshire, Nevada and South Carolina, before the rest of the nation could begin voting March 6. But several other states may try to crack this early alignment, among them Arizona, Florida and Michigan. That could push Iowa forward several weeks to a date close to where it was in 2008, three days after New Year.
In short, the presidential primary and caucus calendar for next year, which is often virtually set by this point in the election cycle, is still very much in flux. Hopefully, by the time the next issue of this newsletter is published in October, it will be close to completion. Each in their way was noteworthy. Wisconsin saw the largest campaign to recall state legislators in the nation's history. Mississippi Democrats became the first major party in the state's modern history to nominate an African American for governor. And in the Los Angeles area, Democrats continued their success in special House elections, retaining a Democratic seat in the face of a well-heeled Republican opponent.
Gubernatorial Primaries, House Special Elections
Wisconsin Recalls
I n Wisconsin, the recall battle was the latest fallout from Republican Gov. Scott Walker's controversial (and successful) campaign earlier this year to roll back collective bargaining rights for state public employees. Nine state senators involved in the contentious legislative debate -six Republicans and three Democrats -were targeted for recall, with the elections extending from mid-July to mid-August. To overturn the GOP's majority in the state Senate, Democrats needed to pick up a net of three seats. They gained two, narrowing the GOP's advantage to 17-to-16. But Democrats fell short of their prime goal.
The recalls drew national attention, engaging both parties and their interest group allies -organized labor on the left, conservative advocacy groups on the right. The amount the two sides spent was astronomical for the size of the battleground. Altogether, it is estimated that more than $30 million was poured into the nine state Senate contests, in which an average of barely 50,000 votes was cast in each.
Summer Electoral Action: Recalls, Primaries and Special Elections
